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S AMERICAN'S CREED.
/ believe in the United Statu of Americaas a government of (lit people, by
the people, for the people, rvhose just
powers are derived from the consult of
ihe governed; a democracy in a republic,a sovereign Nation of mwy sovereign
States; a perfect Union, o;.t and inscpfftaisLc,iUUibtished upon those principles cf freedom, equal%

fiutia, or.d humanity for which American patriots
- laaificed their lives and fortunes. I therefore believe i! is

|j duty to my country to love it; to support its Constitu'/ion; to obey its lams; to respect its flag; and to defend it
V fgaiiut all enemies.

o v

) .AMERICANIZATION AND THE SCHOOLS.
ESTERDAY the Supreme court of Nebraska hand=* ed down a decision in which it upheld the constitu\t'ionality of a state law passed for the purpose of curtailing

* {he use of foreign languages in Nebraska schools as a part
of the Americanization policy. That settles the legal

^phase of a question which a very large percentage of the
| American people probably were surprised to find in
H the' courts, but ti merely opens up a practical problem of
F.v,CUUU»11U11 WlUCil Id gUilig tw wiiwv u iw» v/* nwu^v i/«*viv

it is solved in a satisfactory manner.

T In a state like Nebraska where there is a large German
P',element the singleness of whose loyalty was under suspicion

practically up until this country fentered the war, and
|vhere there still is an unhealthy amount of pacifism, no

s£" foreign language ought to be taught below the high school
§ for a long while. There probably are communities where

it would be well to put a ban on German even in the high
school. v

But we ought to be sensible about this foreign language
L,. business and not run the risk of cutting off our noses to

/ spite our faces. Just because we do not like the way the
t German citizens in this country behaved any more than the

yvorld likes the way the German armies behaved in Belgiumand northern France, there is no reason why we
ihould deprive our youth of knowledge of a language

|> yirhich would prove a short, cut to a lot of learning of a

| decidedly practical kind.
j. Moreover, between the materialism which is now play-jng hob at Washington and the narrowness, not to say
bigotry, of some of the so called Americanization efforts,
we are in danger of creating a sentiment in this country
tvhich will do an incalculable amount of harm to America

v; in a very short time. Nothing we could do would better
ferve the material interests of Europe as a whole, and of
permany in particular, than to turn our backs upon the
rest of the world and try to go it alone. That is what
China did, and from the Occidental standpoint China is

of the most pathetic failures in history.
If^y What we really need tb do in this great Republic is to

l&pUy our hand in the affairs of the world fearlessly and
figorously as befits the most advanced, most prosperous
ind most powerful people in the world today. We can7ikni An As* hv rMikeratelv decidins not to teach our chil-

j|i&ijren alien languages. We must put it straight up to the
Ipyucators of the countiy to find a way to teach these lanH

guages so that the knowledge thus gained will not impair
Itehir loyalty to, the Republic or their respect for its

culture. Only in that way can we make sure that there
.1.1.IJ.i. .-.I.,-u-.
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In order to carry out such an order the educators probablywill find it necessary to destroy utterly most of the
local control of the public schools, but they ought to be
willing to do that without hesitation. Public school instructionhas been lagging behind the progress of the countrybecause it is carrying the handicap of thousands of
small minded school "directors" who know no more about
education than they do about this new theory of relativity
which right now is diverting the minds of the super scien-,
lists. Many of these men in addition to their educational1
deficiencies are not believers in popular education in the
same way that the pioneers who created our school system
were. It is a crime against the future generations to per-1
mit these incumbrances to continue. It would be a good
stroke of practical Americanization to clear them out a3;
quickly as possible.

LOW NECKS.
If we survey the pictures of our greatgrandmothers,we see them clothed down to

the very wrists and up to the very chins. The
hands and faccs were the only samples they
gave of their beautiful persons.

The following age of females mado larger
discoveries of their complexion. They first
of all tucked up their garments to the elbow,
and notwithstanding the tenderness of the sex,
were content for the information of mankind,
to expose their arms to the coldness of the
air and Injuries of the weather.

About the same time, the ladles consideringthat the neck was a very modest part in
the human body, they freed it from those
yokes in- which the simplicity of their grandmothershad enclosed it. In proportion as the
age refined, the dress still sunk lower; so th?,t
when we now say a woman has a handsome
neck, we reckon into it many of the adjacent
parts.

rr-, II 'HE above hues might have been written by us this
I morning after seeing a girl on the street with neck

exposed to the winter winds. But, to tell the truth, they
were written in or about the year 1711 by Joseph Addi-
son, an Englishman, in an essay entitled "The Extension
of the Female Ncck."
He had no use for low necks, and thus was 208 years

'

ahead of our modern Up-Witli-the-Neck Crusaders.
What is there new under the sun? asks Ecclesiastes.

And yet the other day we met a nice old lady who said
that in the good old days girls never dreamed of dressing
as they do now. No, siree!

Twenty-seven deaths and a great deal of serious Illnessresulted in one New England town from drinkingwoodalcohol on Christmas and the Health department
of New York city reports that an equal amount of wood
alcohol fatalities have occurred in that town since November.Truly a man runs a terrible risk when ho;
takes a drink in these days of prohibition, I

The only place in the country where the steel strike!
continues in evidence is Cleveland, and yesterday tho!
men there voted to continue to remain away from work |;
until the strike is called off by the national officei'3.
They tookjthis action because Poster, £he national secretary,who from the first was the real liaad of this
strike, told them that they were waging a winning
struggle. Foster's attitude Is ea3y to understand; hsj]
loses nothing while men remain out of work, but why
workmen should thus blindly follow such a leader can

not be so easily fathomed. A good place to begin
democratizing Industry would be to put a little individualInitiative and a sense of their individual responsibilityinto the members of the labor unions. i

Yesterday's announcement that the Standard Oil
company had made contracts in Rumania for a larga
amount of refined oil indicates that in spite of the tales
of utter destruction by tho invading German armies
Rumania got off much easier than Belgium And north-
ern France. It is now reported that it will be five years
before the French coal mines can be restored and ten
years before the steel industry of that country is again
on its feet, but prosperity will soon return to a country
which has plenty of petroleum and is in a position to
utilize it.

vo
Efforts intended'to bring about a compromise on the]

peace treaty continue at Washington and it is evident
that more progress would be made if it were not for
tho fact that a lot of statesmen during periods of excitementand iinge1!' said things which they now feel
IUCJ UUB.I ^ " "> tt UCttlJ tuuiu

not havo come before the senate and the country just
after instead of just before a national election.

Kerr Huzzar, who is the premier of Hungary, has
estimated that the war cost that country about $4,000,000,000.As that is only about one-fifth of what it cost
the people of this country, although we wore in it but
one year as compared with Hungary's five, counting in
the Rumaian invasion, it must be said that tlio Hungariansgot off rather cheaply in the matter of money
cost.
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NEWS -:
A nine and one-half pound son was

1.i - "J horn Wednesday, December 24th. to

Funeral of Truman Davis. Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Rich at their
homo at Pleasant \ alley. lie has been

The funeral of Truman Davis will namol Arthur Noel Rich.
be held.Sunday at two o'clock fromj
the Diamond Street M. E. church, t^ie Spccial Notice.
pastor. Rev. J. C. Buckley, officiating. Tho Ladies' Auxiliary to the B. of
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of McClcliandtown, Pa.; Mr. and M'-s.
William Morris, of ICingwood, and ) Personals^
Mrs. Ida Smith, of Buckliannon. (, tier, of Morgantown ave-i
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